L ESSON DESIGN
ARCHAEOLOGY

DIGGING IN THE CLASSROOM 2

OVERVIEW: The students will excavate and piece together a puzze.

OBJECTIVE: Given a dig box with puzzle pieces placed at déferlevels, the
learner will be able to excavate, measure, anddegach piece before it is removed and t
the puzzle put back together.

SET: The teacher says, “An archaeological excavatidikésputting a puzzle together,
sometimes you have all the pieces and sometimeslgot. Sometimes you have to fill
in the missing pieces. Before you are dig boxesday we are going to excavate them.”

INSTRUCTION AND ACTIVITIES. Divide students into groups of four: Digger

(digs materials with trowel, brushes, etc.), Measymeasures finds by triangulation),

Recorder (takes notes, records measurements)r 8dtks for material in screen and

moves dirt to shaker area). Switch roles everynterutes. Whole group notes color and
feel of soil and any changes. Emphasize takingsareanents before puzzle pieces are
removed.

TEST OF OBJECTIVES:. The teacher monitors, answers questions, checles.not
Each group will put the puzzle they have excavaistk together.

EXTENSION: You can have one meveral puzzles buried in the dig boxes. When
the excavation is complete, each group works tageth rebuild the puzzles. Leave
pieces of the puzzle out and have them use cléy ito the missing puzzle pieces.

GRADE LEVEL, MATERIALSAND TIME: K-2.

GENERAL COMMENTS:. Use boxes about 20mm by 40mm. Tape a line l@vel

string that is longer than the box) on one cordeasure depth from the string, held taut
over the box to the other side, using tape or rul@epending on your purpose you can
use one material like sand, potting soil, peat mossoil throughout, or use layers of
each for a stratified dig. Place your puzzle psemiedifferent levels.

ANY QUESTIONS? E-mail me at schneiderg@sbcglobal.net
George Schneider, B.A., M.A. (Anthropology), Elementary Teach



